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Bird flu

On acold January day in 1976, Private David Lewis came down with the flu. Struck with the classic symptomsheadache, sore
throat, feverLewis was told to go to his barracks at Fort Dix, New Jersey, and get some rest. Instead, he went on a march with
other grunts, collapsed, and, after being rushed to the base hospital, died on February 4. He was the firstand, as it would turn
out, the onlyfatality of the great swine flu epidemic of 1976.
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The Cutting Edge
Surgical robotics are changing the world of medicine.
By Bruce Goldfarb

The surgeon concentrates intently as he manipulates instruments around the patient's esophagus, right where it joins up with
the stomach. The patient has been troubled with acid reflux - digestive juices splashing and irritating the delicate lining of the
esophagus. This surgery should help. "Aesop, move in," he barks to an assistant. Reflux surgery is very common, routinely
performed at hospitals around the world. What separates this case from the rest is that Aesop is a surgical robot, operated by
remote control.
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Women Star in Cosmic Quest
Female astronauts, experts crucial in U.S. space effort
By CAROLEE WALKER
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While other girls her age were mixing flour, butter, eggs and sugar to make
cookies, pretending to be pioneers, astronaut Shannon Lucid was thrilled in the
fourth grade when she discovered that one could mix gases and make water.
Lucid, too, dreamed of being a pioneerjust notin the kitchen.

Undaunted by obstacles facing girls and women prior to the 1960s in America ,
Lucid set her sights on space exploration.
NASA, the American space agency, invited women to qualify for space travel in

1978, and Lucid was among the first six women to join NASA's astronaut
program. The others were Rhea Seddon, Kathryn Sullivan, Judith Resnik, Sally
Ride and Anna Fisher. In 1983, Ride became the first American woman in space;
Sullivan was the first woman to walk in space.
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Genetically Engineered Eggplant

Eggplant is one of the most important vegetables grown in Asia. It is the most-
consumed, and most-sprayed, vegetable in India, where eggplant is grown on
more than 500,000 hectares, making it one of the main sources of cash income for
many farmers. Unfortunately, much of the eggplant production in India is
destroyed by the insect known as the eggplant fruit and shoot borer. To control this
pest, farmers often have to spray the crop with hazardous pesticides (up to 80
times), increasing their costs of production and poisoning their crop, to the extent
that farmers often won't eat their own produce.
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